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1878.] Proceedings of Scientific Societies. 849 

yv/jc/w), Florida ; i rufous rat ]s.3.ng3.roo [Hypsiprj/titus rufescens), 
born in the garden; I pig- tailed macaque [M.icacus neinestrimis'); 
I rhesus monkey {Macacns eiythrcBiis), India; 6 liog-nosed snakes 
{Hetet'odon platyrkinus) ; i garter sn3.'kti{Eiitc^nia sirlalis parietalis), 
Ohio; 1 opossum {Didelphys virginiana) ; 2 gray h'zards (Scelopo- 
rns undulatits), New Jersey ; i black sn.ike (Bascanion constrictor); 
I water snake [Tropidonotus riiombifef), Illinois ; i brindled gnu 
[Catoblepas gorgon), South Africa ; i common quiil (Ortj'.v vir- 
giniamis); 2 whooping cranes [Grus americantis); 2 sandhill 
cranes [Grus canadensis). North America ; 2 red coatis [JVasua 
nasica rnfa). South America; i cW.[^Cervus canadensis), hoxw in 
the garden; 2 tortoises (Testudo tabidata), South America; 
I gray squirrel {Scitirus carolinensis) ; 2 common hoopoes {Upnpa 
epops), Europe, Asia and North Africa; i jaclcdaw (^Corvus vione- 
dula), Europe and As\?l; i sickle-billed curlew [Niiinenii/s longi- 
riS'i'M.S'), Atlantic States ; i night hawk {Cliordeiles virginianiis), 
United States ; 4 common chameleons {Chamceleo vulgaris), 
Europe, Asia and Nortli Africa; I Yarrell's curassow [Crax 
carunculata), Brazil ; I screech owl [Scops asio) ; I cat-bird [Mirnus 
carotinensis) ; I green linnet [Ligiirinus ckloris) ; I chaffinch 
(Fringida cwlebs). Great Britain ; 2 white-footed mice [Hesperoinys 
/c'«/£-^/i?/jr). United States ; I Savannah deer [Cervus savannaruin), 
born in the garden. — Arthur E. Broivn, Gard. Snpt. 

— American Naturalist. The numbers of this journal 
issued during the past year were published at the following 
dates: February, January 3i.st; March, February 23d; April, 
March, 19th; May, April 22d ; June, May 22d ; July, June 28th; 
August, July 27th; September, August 21st; October, Septem- 
ber 23d ; November, October 30th ; December, November 29th. 
— Editors. 

:o: 

PROCEEDINGS OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES. 

National Academy of Sciences. — ^The semi-annual meeting 
was held at New York, November 5-7. A report to Congress, 
recommendingthe future consolidation of the various geodetic, geo- 
graphical and geological surveys of theUnited States, was adopted 
by the Academy. The following papers on natural science were read 
and discussed : Tlie early typ'es of insects, by S. H. Scudder ; On 
the arrangement of the exhibition rooms in the Museum of Com- 
parative Zoology at Cambridge; Arrangement of a zoological ma- 
rine laboratory at Newport; On the embryology of the gar pike; 
On some of the zoological results of the United States Coast 
Survey Steamer Blake, by Alexander Agassiz ; On some remains 
of new Dipnoan fishes and their relation to living forms ; On some 
mooted points in American geology, by J. S. Newberry ; On the 
characters of Theromorphous reptiles, by E. D. Cope ; Note on tlie 
Two-ocean Pass, Wyoming Territory; On the discovery of recent 
glaciers in the Wind River mountains; Plan of a general geolog- 
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icai map of the Territories of the United States, west of the 94th 
meridian, by F. V. Hayden ; Some remarks on an investigation of 
the laws of heredity, undertaken by the Board of Health of Mas- 
sachusetts, by A. Hyatt; On the physical structure and hypsomet- 
ry of the western Catskills, with some remarks on the whole 
group, by A. Guyot. 

New York Academy of Sciences — October 14. Prof. A. A. 
Julien read a paper on "Chemical erosion on mountain summits," in 
which he presented a large number of facts, drawn from personal ob- 
servation among the mountains of North Carolina, and the Catskills 
and the Shawaugunks of New York, indicating the existence of a 
powerful agency of chemical erosion in connection with vegetable 
acids. He recalled the recently published articles of Prof H. C. 
Bolton, read before the Academy, on the action of organic acids 
upon minerals, and their use as tests and reagents in mineralogy, 
and then presented his own observations, as tending to show that 
like processes are going on in nature on a great scale, particularly 
through the action of lunnic, intro-lunnic and ulmic acids upon 
silica. He described in detail the remarkable erosion of the 
Shawaugunk Grit, along the precipitous edge of the mountains of 
that name, in situations and ways which indicate that it can be 
only due to decomposing vegetation. The paper was discussed 
at length, and generally regarded as possessing great significance. 

November 4. Prof W. P. Trowbridge made a communication 
regarding disputed questions in animal locomotion. 

American Geographical Society. — November 12. Rear 
Admiral Daniel Ammen, U. S. N., read a paper upon the pro- 
posed inter-ocean ship canal across the American Isthmus, between 
Greytown and Brits, via Lake Nicaragua ; its feasibility as a com- 
mercial question, and its advantages as compared with other pro- 
posed routes. 

Boston Society of Natural History. — October 16. Prof N. 
S. Shaler remarked on certain peculiarities in the structure of the 
swamp cypress (l^axodium distichum). 

November 6. Mr. M. P. Kennard described the recently dis- 
covered glacial relics at Lucerne, Switzerland. 

Appalachian Mountain Club. — November 13. Prof E. T. 
Quimby read a paper on Sun telegrjfphing, and Prof E. C. Picker- 
ing remarked on a proposed system of mountain signalling. 

:o: 

SCIENTIFIC SERIALS.i 

The Geographical Magazine. — ^ November. The Afghan 
passes (with a map of the Kaibar, Karkatcha and Kurram passes), 
by Trelawny Saunderr. The Kuldja Question. Explorations in 
Greenland, by R. Brown. M. Ujfalvy's Travels in Central Asia. 

The Geological Magazine. — ^November. The general history 
of the Cephalopoda, recent and fossil, by Miss A. Crane. 

1 The articles eiuimerated under this head are usually selected. 



